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590 Book Notices. 

the atlas was primarily intended for British use. Six of the small plates are, 
however, given to the United States, and New York and Chicago and the regions 
around them are given on a comparatively large scale. Six Mercator charts show 
the distribution of the most important commercial products, and there are also 
physical, climatic, and vegetation maps. The place-names on the maps are suffi- 
ciently numerous and important to make the little book (which may easily be 
carried in a pocket) frequently useful for ordinary purposes. The Gazetteer 
devotes one line to each of about 10,000 of the most important places of the world. 
The Polar charts are sufficiently recent to show the latest explorations in the polar 
regions. 

Baluchistan. By Colonel C. E. Yate. Read on February 14, 1906, 

before the Central Asian Society. 39 pp., including discussion. London, 1906. 
This is a description, chiefly administrative and political, of Baluchistan, of 
which Col. Yate was Chief Commissioner from 1900 to 1904. Baluchistan is not 
much less than three times as large as New York State; and as it is a factor in 
questions relating to India, Afghanistan, Persia, and Russia, it will be profitable 
to present here some of the authoritative facts given in Col. Yate's paper. 

Only the northeastern part of the country, or a little more than one-third of 
the whole, is directly administered by the British Government. This region is 
divided into the five districts of Zhob, Loralai, Sibi, Quetta-Peshin, and Chagai, 
and it is governed by five district officers with four assistants, or nine British 
officers, all told. In view of the importance of Baluchistan both in a political 
and military sense, the wildness of the tribesmen and the continual fights, dis- 
putes, and disturbances, Col. Yate believes that the British element in the admin- 
istration is not sufficiently strong. 

The Government of India is endeavouring to stimulate education among the 
upper classes of the province. It has given special grants for the construction 
of a boarding-house to be attached to the Sandeman High School at Quetta for 
the accommodation of the sons of Sirdars and headsmen who may be sent there 
for their education; also for the construction of a library and museum which has 
been erected at Quetta. At the suggestion of Col. Yate, the chiefs, officials, and 
people of Sibi erected a large hall in 1902 in memory of Queen Victoria. Thus 
Baluchistan is gradually becoming provided with public buildings. All this re- 
lates to the northern part of the province, which may be called British Baluchistan. 

The southern and larger part of the province is all native territory, and in 
this region, nearly 80,000 square miles in extent, the British have only one politi- 
cal agent with two assistants. The Khan of Kalat is the nominal ruler of the 
country, but, after all, he is only primus inter pares among all the Brahui and 
Baluch Sirdars of whom the Kalat confederacy is composed. The power of the 
tribal chiefs has increased, and the power of the Khan, as the leading factor 
in the country, is no longer what it formerly was. 

The Baluchis and Brahuis of Southern Baluchistan are large camel and sheep 
owners, and are nomads and graziers more than cultivators. Col. Yate says that 
camel registration for possible use in war has been successful beyond expecta- 
tions, and arrangements have been completed for the enlistment of many camel 
corps both from Pathans and Baluchis, in case of necessity. A complete camel 
corps was enlisted and sent to Somaliland, two years ago, within ten days, and 
many such corps could be enlisted and sent off to any part of the world with equal 
celerity. Many of the camelmen in Western Australia are from Baluchistan. 
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Col. Yate discusses at length the relations between Persia and Baluchistan, 
and considers it unfortunate that Persia was permitted to annex what is now 
known as Persian Baluchistan, over which the Government is able to exercise 
little control, so that the Indian Government has been put to the trouble and 
expense of sending troops into this lawless region to do work that the Persians 
should do for themselves. He also deals with the question of Persian and Russian 
railroads. 

Rome. A Practical Guide to Rome and its Environs, By Eustace 
Reynolds-Ball, viii and 256 pp., 8 illustrations in colour, plans of the 
Forum, Vatican and Rome. Bibliography and Index. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, 1906. (Price, $1.00.) 

This book differs in some respects from most guide-books. It is discouraging 
to the hurried tourist who has only a few weeks to spare to find how thinly he 
must skim over the surface of things in Rome, though it is richer than any other 
city in the world in objects of archaeological, historical, artistic and religious 
interest This book is especially planned to help tourists who wish to get the 
most profit and enjoyment that is possible in a few weeks' stay. It does not 
neglect the interests of the more leisurely traveller, but the chief mission of the 
book seems to be to convince the person who must catch his steamer that he may 
see, enjoy, and learn much if he will omit everything but the best and keep mainly 
to that which interests him most, whether it be antiquities, art, architecture, or. 
churches. 

In the first place, the book tries to save time by giving unusually full and 
precise details on practical matters, such as routes, hotels, etc., condensed into 
22 pp. of small type. The chapter on hints for sight-seeing concludes with a 
plan for "doing" Rome in a fortnight, in which the places and monuments that 
must not be omitted if the stay is only for a week are in bold type. Then follow 
217 pp. on the sights of the Eternal City classified in sections as "Ancient and 
Mediaeval Rome," "Renaissance Rome," and "Ecclesiastical Rome," with addi- 
tional chapters on excursions, the residential parts of the city, etc. The method — 
in the Forum, for example — is to call attention only to the more important or 
best-preserved monuments. The pictures in colours by Alberto Pisa are striking, 
and the map (in pocket) shows all important features numbered with reference 
to a list in the margin. 

Baku. An Eventful History, By J. D. Henry, xvi and 256 pp., 31 
Illustrations, Map and Appendix. Archibald Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 
1906. 

A small area around Baku is the greatest single centre of petroleum production in 
the world. The magnitude and importance of these Russian oil fields have long been 
known, and Mr. Henry, who, from his intimate acquaintance with the petroleum 
industry, is well qualified for the task, has rendered a service by describing the 
industry as it exists to-day. He sums up the reasons for believing the Baku oil 
enterprises will have far larger expansion. He supplements and brings down to date 
the vivid description of the Baku oil industry written by the late Charles Marvin 
twenty years ago. 

The book gives the history of the city and its industry, describes the great spout- 
ing wells, with new facts concerning the later history of these phenomena, records 
fresh information about men and methods at the oil fields and in the refineries, and 



